. 29.]        Popes letter of recommendation.
Dr. Adams was applied to, by a common friend, to know whether that could be granted him as a favour from the University of Oxford. But though he had made such a figure in the literary world, it was then thought too great a favour to be asked.
Pope, without any knowledge of him but from his London, recommended him to Earl Gower, who endeavoured to procure for him a degree from Dublin, by the following letter to a friend of Dean §\vift:
'SlR,
' Mr. Samuel Johnson (atithour of London, a satire, and some other poetical pieces) is a native of this country, and much respected by some worthy gentlemen in his neighbourhood, who are trustees of a charity school now vacant; the certain salary is sixty pounds a year, of which they are desirous to make him master; but, unfortunately, he is not capable of receiving their bounty, which would make him happy for life, by not being a Master of Arts; which, by the statutes of this school, the master of it must be.
* Now these gentlemen do me the honour to think that I have interest-enough in you, to prevail upon you to write to Dean Swift; to persuade the  University of Dublin  to send a diploma to me, constituting this poor man Master of Arts in their University.     They highly extol the man's learning and probity; and will not bo persuaded, that the University will make any difficulty of conferring such a favour upon a stranger, if he is recommended by the Dean.   They say he is not afraid of the strictest examination, though he is of so long a journey; and will venture it, if the Dean thinks it necessary; choosing rather to die upon the road, than be starved to death in translating far booksellers; which has been his only subsistence for some time past.
*  I fear there is more difficulty in this affair, than those good-nalurcd gentlemen apprehend; especially as their election cannot be delayed longer than the nth of next month.   If you see this matter in the same light that it appears to me, I hope you will burn this, and pardon me for giving you so much trouble about an impracticable thing; but, if you
as a great midland-county landowner, likely to have influence with the trustees. Why, when the difficulty about the degree of M.A. was discovered, Pope was not asked to solicit Swift cannot be known. See fast, beginning of 1780 in BoswELL'S account of the Life of Swift.
think
1738, and offered himself as a candidate for the mastership.' The date of 1738 seems to be Mnwkins's inference. If Johnson went at all, it was in i 739- Pope, the friend of Swift, would not of course have sought Loi'd Gower's influence with Swift. I-Ic applied to his lordship, no doubt,eptember, just three months after the annual audit-day of Appleby school, which is always on the nth of June ; and the statutes enjoin ne itllius firceccfitorum electio (Kutius tribus mensibus moraretur, etc.
